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Synopsis 
Culture is an asset which signifies a society of its identity and well-being. It is an intensifier of history and marker of the progressive dimension a society or a community is taking. Although it works within the stage and thought-dimension of a certain society, at times, it can also be subjected to other changes globally laden. Such changes can be gotten by economic ties, war, migration or mingling of any sort. To the other side, the need to keep positive cultural transfer apace with global dimensions becomes a two-edged demand for some societies such as Oromo whose language and culture are largely oral and non-researched. So, this research underlines two concepts: Indigenization and educational formalization as inevitable pairs moving societal culture. Indigenization is presented as the process of acculturation and enrichment of local assets whereas formalization refers to state of wider communication in academic and material realms among the wider human-society. For the purpose of focus, data will be collected from three groups of people such being elders in Oromo community, researchers and artists, and the youth in Oromia. Target of the study will, then, be three heads of Gadaa, three elderly Oromos, two researchers and four artists, and two-hundred youth in a university (within the age-gap of 20-25), the total being 212 participants/respondents. Such data-providers will be selected with the help of diverse sampling techniques where Gadaa heads are selected through purposive sampling on the bases of proximity and willingness to partake the research process; artists and researchers through purposive technique on the bases of their focus; and Oromo youth on the bases of stratified sampling according to gender. Key points of emphasis will be status of programmed transfer system, consistent provision for cultural development, and holistic nature of exchange in line with progressive global paces. Instruments of data collection will be semi-structured interview for heads, researchers and artists, and bimodal questionnaire for the youth. The procedure for data collection will be such that, first questionnaire data will be collected and then interview data will be set as complementary to the questionnaire data. The collected data will be arranged according to the thematic areas above and analysis will be held both statistically and thematically. With this research carried to practice, the wider gap between indigenous culture and changing global culture can both be understood and treated positively by elders and the youth such that the latter can benefit both ways. 
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 Background of the Research

Education is the instrument of social change and development which works with existing culture and social norms. Education is seen as a means of cultural transmission from one generation to another in any given society. Society is defined as the whole range of social relationships of people living in a certain geographic territory and having a sense of belonging to the same group (Daramola, 2008). 

 Although vast literatures assert the importance of informal education as the ground for learning and life with its wider provisions in terms of cognitive, moral and physical development, formalization of education seems to win over  the informal to which effect indigenization seems to be getting slower in pace to the level of extinction. Sahlberg (2005) states the following regarding the inevitable ties between culture and formal education as interdependent parcels in society: 

Formal education has a controversial dual role regarding human creativity. It simultaneously kills and cultivates it. A common view is that as a student progresses from year to year in school, the academic orientation to teaching and learning becomes more dominant. It overrides play and personal exploration that characterise early years of schooling. Indeed schools do have a great potential to enhance human ecology by removing barriers and utilising the potentials for more creative learning environments.

From Sahlberg’s presentation, it is evident that, formal schooling has the capacity to sharpen creativity; while, at the same time, tending to be blockade to personal enjoyment and cultural indigenization. 

Such is evident from the type of access the youth have to the living sources of cultural knowledge, such as elders in the largely oral societies such as Oromo. Context-wise, Oromo are people of African origin who have long indwelt the east, south central and western part of Ethiopia, to the largest extent. Their original homeland, history traces, is Madda-walaabuu (Walabu Spring) from which they have extended their settlement northward, to the south-central and farther west. Today, there is no region of Ethiopia which lacking access with the Oromo Land (Oromia) such that, the language (Afaan Oromoo) is spoken in almost all parts of the country, including the peripheries.  

With Oromo specifically in view, research becomes important for the purposes of developing the culture through enlightened youth, and making the youth beneficiaries from their inherent and cost-effective cultural resources. Such beneficence can be ascertained when targeted action is taken to bring the elders and the youth together to the scenario of transfer both individually and in group.  Forerunner for such an exchange is research which may earmark the existing situation of change and exchange. This research deals with the state of cultural indigenization and formalization in education in Oromo society with focused analyses on the nature and status of transfer in Oromo. 
1.2 Problem Statement

In the long history of its existence, Oromo society has had an indigenous culture of its own and a system of governance which is democratic in its style and pacific in transfer. With lapse of time, though some of the cradle resources may have been shaped or changed, it still remains essential for Oromos to stick to their cultural assets for three main reasons. First, Oromo language and culture have been largely oral for which formal education has contributed very minimal for its progress and change. Second, besides being of minimal effects for the development of Oromo culture, formal education provision for Oromo youth seems to have had very little roles in shaping their views of nature, conserving the natural resources, and indigenizing them towards being active citizens.  Third, Oromo culture embodies socio-ecological and socio-economic contents which can be of educational values even where formal education is with short accessibility. But, in the trait of Oromo studies currently observed more emphasis seems to have been given to historio-linguistic contents to which effect the educational values of culture in the society seem unrecognized. Yet, there has not been researched evidence regarding the positive interdependence between cultural indigenization and formalization on education in Oromo society. While curricula analyses is not a part of this research, the focus of this study is on the analyses of the interdependence between cultural indignity and formalization in education, two proximate but unsure of being aligned as currently applied in Oromo.  
Basic Question: What are the cultural-educational trends observed in Oromo in terms of cultural indigenization alongside formalization of education?

Specific Questions 

· How accessible are cultural assets to the Oromo youth in the formal school setting and outside?

· What practical roles do Oromo elders, artists and researchers play in cultural indigenization, and integration of culture with education?

· What do Oromo youth contribute for their cultural knowledge and indignity?

· What factors hinder cultural indignity?

· How can setbacks in cultural ignorance be resolved?

1.3 Objectives of the Study

1.3.1 General Objective: The general objective of this research is to identify major trends among Oromo society with respect to cultural indigenization and formal use of education. 

1.3.2 Specific Objective: Specific objectives of the research will be to:

· Signify the accessibility of cultural assets to Oromo youth;

· Earmark the practical roles Oromo elders, artists and researchers play in cultural indigenization, and integration of culture with education ;

· Identify the Oromo youths’ contributions for their cultural knowledge and indignity;

· To underline factors that hinder cultural transfer and indignity in Oromo;

· To come up with workable resolutions for cultural ignorance and nonalignment of education with the existing culture. 

1.4 Significance of the Study

Research works have the mission of change, which leaves some agents as beneficiary. This research also has some groups who will stand as beneficiaries. Accordingly, first-line beneficiaries from the study will be Oromo youth who may take the findings a guide and  work on their indigenous culture as well as they do on the formal assets in academia, since the two never work apart.  Second-line in beneficence will be Oromo elders who will get heed on the necessity of selectively transferring and indigenizing cultural assets. Third will be artists and researchers who will get insightful info on how to focus on the valuable culture of the society when working on cultural issues. Other researchers can also take this work as a ground and develop further works in due, perhaps being the fourth-line beneficiaries. 

1.5 Delimitation of the Study
In holding research, what the whim brings to view and what a person can practically reach may create mismatch such that, there remain gaps in attainments. For the minimization of mismatches, the researcher has delimited his work to reachable areas and treatable data as well as sources. Accordingly, data areas for the research were delimited to selected references to concerned elders in East Shewa and Arsi, elderly Oromo artists and researchers and Oromo youth in Adama Science and Technology University and Ambo University. Data were also delimited to existing experiences to be set in the form of oral and written accounts. In spite of the necessity to analyze curricula for cultural pertinence, the researcher has left that for other researches, owing to lack of access to curricular centres. 
1.6 Methodology of the Research
This research poses two assets in parallel for analyses: cultural indignity and educational formalization. Even being so, it looks into the extent to which the two above are going apace. So, as a status-oriented research it takes a descriptive survey design with both quantitative and qualitative survey being used as complementary. Sources of data will all be primary, implying that, no secondary data will be in view. 
Data sources will be six Gada heads purposively selected from three Oromo clans such being Arsi, Karrayyu and Liben; three elderly artists selected on the basis of their will and experiences , and three researchers from Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau on purposive grounds of experiences and positions. 
Two hundred Oromo youth in two universities such being Ambo University and Adama Science and Technology University will also be selected first on stratified sampling for gender balance; and, then, through simple-random sampling for all members in each stratum to get equal chances of being selected. 
Respective data will qualitatively be collected from elderly Gada heads, artists and researchers with the help of semi-structured interview whereas data from sample students will be collected through open-ended and closed-ended questionnaires. 
Semi-structured interview is preferred for its viability to give participants more chances to react freely besides giving explicative assertions to the structured questions.  Open-ended questionnaire is also preferred for its viability for respondents to react widely and comprehensively. 
Data collected through interview and questionnaire will be organized and analyzed both thematically and statistically, and related summary, conclusions and implications will be given. 

1.7 Definitions of Key Terms

Under this part, key words used in the research have been presented:
· Indigenization : Having access and engaging in immediate cultural undertakings 

· Formalization : Structured provisions of education in all the institutionalized realms 
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	1. 
	Per-diem for research area survey 
	25/11/13
	15/11/13
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	2. 
	Data collection I
	20/11/13
	30/11/13
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	1200
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	Data collection II
	10/12/13
	21/12/13
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	4. 
	Data collection III
	10/01/14
	20/01/14
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	5. 
	Data collection IV
	20/01/14
	30/01/14
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	10/02/14
	30/02/14
	120
	1200
	

	      7
	Summary, conclusions and implications 
	10/03/14
	30/03/14
	120
	2400
	

	     8
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	05/04/14
	15/04/14
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	    9
	Submission in five bound copies
	25/04/14
	30/04/14
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	500
	

	TOTAL 
	        22,316 .00 
	




